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FROM THE EDITOR:  

Rootstech replays are 
probably in everyone’s 
headlights for awhile.  
Remember to send your learning 
insights to the editor for future 
newsletters.   

We are sad to see the last 
installment of The Gook 
Chronicles this issue, stories of 
the Gook family of Quesnel 
submitted by Lillian Gook.   

The Australian Picnic, the 
longest-running event in the 
Quesnel area, is featured on 
page 18. 

I hope the summer brings 
opportunities for genealogy 
vacations and family reunions.  I 
expect a report on each one, 
haha. 

-Leanne 
https://quesnelgenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 

We’re on Facebook 

https://quesnelgenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Quesnel-Genealogical-Society-152467561474792/?hc_ref=ARRqeHtTvKlOu1OCgG48MvGnypc-4zkazBZE7XjmbDiJUEz44RygQkfKv-mA3-IXC6k


Cariboo Notes| Volume 42 Number 2  Summer 2025 

 2 

THE GOOK CHRONICLES 
Stories of the Gook Family of Quesnel, BC—Submitted by Lilian Gook 
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Gook Chronicles cont’d 
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Gook Chronicles cont’d 
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Gook Chronicles cont’d 
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Gook Chronicles cont’d 
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Gook Chronicles cont’d 
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Gook Chronicles cont’d 
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Gook Chronicles cont’d 
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   The Burnt Bridges Obituary 

FA C E B O O K  F I N D S  

By L. Broughton 

There seem to be 

several types of people on 

Facebook:  those who 

believe everything they 

read, those who don’t 

believe anything they read, 

and the fence-sitters.   

I am one of those 

fence-sitters who will try to 

look for reputable sources 

before I decide which side of 

the fence I’m falling off of. 

In this case, a 

genealogy Facebook page 

posted this humorous 

obituary claiming it was 

authentic.  I thought it 

would be a great newsletter 

article if it was, so you know at this point what side of the fence I landed on. 

I found some background on the obituary on the New York Post website, which 

reported on the story August 31, 2024.  The written obituary is authentic, although the 

accompanying  photo was not part of it.  The photo did appear in a later article in 

People.com, when they covered the story 7 September 2024.  It is a picture of Harrelson 

provided by her daughter, Christina Novak.   

The written obituary first appeared in the Kennebac Journal and Morning Sentinel 

papers (Maine, USA) on 26 August 2024, and was purchased for $86 by Novak.  She also 
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Facebook Finds cont’d 

posted the obit to Facebook, captioned with the line, “Ding, dong, the witch is dead.’ 

Novak confessed that she giggled to herself while composing the obit.  She intended on 

writing a traditional obituary, but kept drifting off into sarcasm.  She added that the obituary 

was so concise because they are priced by the word and she “refused to spend another dollar 

on that woman.” 

This prevented her from listing the ways her mother wronged her relatives, but some 

news agencies later reported that Novak stated her mother “took sport” in ruining birthdays 

and Christmases.  Harrelson also allegedly dangled  a young Novak by the legs off a bridge, 

threatening to throw her into the water below.  She was also accused of raiding her brother’s 

home after his death. 

Novak last spoke to her mother over ten years ago.  She discovered the death only after 

she and a friend were talking about how things “were too quiet lately.”  She Googled her 

mother’s name and found a death notice from a crematorium, which she confirmed.  

The obituary sparked a viral reaction and lots of comments.  I personally found the 

sarcasm to be quite funny and it offset any discomfort I may have otherwise felt from 

someone speaking ill of the dead.  We’re not all good people, after all. 

 

This is another item that popped up on a 

genealogy Facebook page.  I searched 

Findagrave for Harlynn Douglas and 

found this exact headstone in the Pecan 

Grove Cemetery at McKinney, Collin 

County, Texas.  A Findagrave memorial is 

dedicated to Fred, and does include 

BMD information and an obituary, which 

I I also found in The Bellingham Herald 

(Washington) from 8 Aug 2019.  So it’s 

real, too! 
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The "cat’s meat man" was an 

itinerant vendor who sold pet food on 

the streets of densely populated cities 

in England like London, Manchester, 

and Liverpool. They existed mainly 

from the mid-1800s to the early 20th 

century before commercial pet food 

was widely available. 

 The vendor, with his handcart or 

basket slung over his shoulder, would 

shout, “Meat, meat!,” the signal for 

householders and domestics to come 

out and buy their pet food.  An article 

appearing in several American 

newspapers in 1893 stated “the cry of 

the cats’-meat man is as well known as 

the tinkling bell of the muffin man, or 

the hoarse roar of the wretch who 

peddles coals.” 

Pets came to know the scent and 

sound of the daily cart. The sight of 

animals lining up patiently for their 

meal was a common part of Edwardian 

street life. 

The meat—often boiled horsemeat 

from knackers' yards—was sold on 

small wooden skewers for a penny or 

What the heck is a “cat’s meat-man?” 
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two each.  Over 400 horses were slaughtered every 

week in London.   

The trade was not only a livelihood for the seller 

but also a community service. Domesticated animals 

played key roles in urban households as mousers, 

guards, or companions, so their well-being was 

important to many families.  

At the peak of the trade, there were a thousand 

vendors in London alone, serving about 300,000 cats.  

A vendor could walk between 30-40 miles every day 

and feed no less than 150 cats. 

London was divided into numerous routes or 

“walks,” each the domain of a particular cat’s meat 

man (later self-named “Domestic Animal Providers”).  

To obtain a walk, it was necessary to wait until the 

provider retired from business, and then pay for his 

route, or inherit it if you were a son.  The worst walks in London cost £20, while the best 

could run as high as £150 or £200. 

With the rise of mass-produced pet food in the 1920s and 1930s and improvements 

in sanitation and health regulations, the street butcher’s trade slowly declined. By the 

mid-20th century, companies like Spratt’s and Ken-L Ration revolutionized pet nutrition, 

offering canned and dry options that became the new norm.  

The image of the cat’s meat man remains a nostalgic reflection of a bygone era—a 

testament to how even the smallest trades contributed to the rhythm of daily life in 

historical urban England.  

 

https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-cats-meat-man/ 

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette 27 May 1901 

Images from Wikimedia Commons and Internet Archives 

What the Heck is a Cat’s Meat Mean?  cont’d 

https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/the-cats-meat-man/
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Posted on April 22, 2024 by Genealogical Publishing 

(This article first appeared in the September 4, 2008 posting on the Genealogical Publishing blog) 
 

I’m a firm believer that genealogy should be fun. If we lose sight of the enjoyment of 
solving puzzles and discovering new information, genealogy simply becomes work. To me 
having fun while researching takes many forms: talking to myself (statements like “well, it’s 
about time, there he is!”), pumping my fist enthusiastically into the air when the elusive bit 
is found on an almost unreadable microfilm reel, and finding that three hours have passed in 
the blink of an eye. 

I often look around me to observe other researchers to see if they too are having fun. 
This week I have been at the Federation of Genealogical Societies annual conference in 
Philadelphia, and I have observed conference goers as well. It’s easy to pick out those who 
are enjoying themselves while they learn, but it is equally easy to spot those who are way 
too serious. This article is for all of us who have been too serious – lighten up!  It’s also for 
those of us who love what we do and have fun while we do it. Here are some ways to leaven 
your passion with some humor. 

The following example [slightly edited due to space limitations] came to me from a 
friend. The attribution is unknown, but I think it provides a humorous confirmation that 
there are forces in the universe that appear to converge to make our genealogical research 
challenging (challenging is a fun way to say difficult). 

“It is New Year’s Eve 1852 and [ancestor’s name redacted to protect the not-so-
innocent] sits at his desk by candlelight. He dips his pen into the ink well and begins to write 
his New Year’s resolutions:  

1.  No man is truly well-educated unless he learns to spell his name at least three different 
ways within the same document. 

2.  I resolve to give the appearance of being extremely well-educated in the coming year. 

3.  I resolve to always alternate my kids’ and wife’s first and middle names when the census 

HAVING FUN WITH GENEALOGY 

A Look at Genealogical Humor by the late Carolyn L. Barkley 

https://genealogical.com/2024/04/22/having-fun-with-genealogical-humor/
https://genealogical.com/2024/04/22/having-fun-with-genealogical-humor/
https://genealogical.com/author/ryansherr/
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taker comes and to call my children by odd names which he is unable to spell incorrectly. 

4.  My age is no one’s business but my own. I hereby resolve to never list the same age or 
birth year twice on any document. 

5. I resolve to have each of my children baptized in a different church – either in a different 
faith or in a different parish. Every third child will not be baptized at all or will be baptized 
by an itinerant minister who keeps no records. 

6. I resolve to move to a new town, new county or new state at least once very ten years – 
just before those pesky enumerators come around asking silly questions. I also resolve 
that I shall be absent on the night of the census, or if unable to be absent on census 
night, I shall endeavor to be enumerated twice. 

7. I will make every attempt to reside in counties and towns where no vital records are 
maintained or where the courthouse burns down every few years. 

8. I resolve to join an obscure religious cult that does not believe in record keeping or in 
participating in military service. 

9.  When the tax collector comes to my door, I’ll loan him my pen which has been dipped in 
rapidly fading blue ink. 

10. I resolve that if my beloved wife Mary should die, I will marry another Mary. 

11.  I resolve not to make a will. Who needs to spend money on a lawyer? 

12. I resolve to not clutter up good farm pastures with headstones that will just get broken or 
fade with time anyway. 

13.  I resolve to come from Ireland (where there are no records or if there are, they can only 
be examined by visiting the exact village, pleading with the local clergyman – who is 
hostile to anyone not of his belief – you) and/or require you to hand over a fee equal to 
or exceeding your yearly income, for one hour’s research which may not find anything. 

14. I resolve that not only shall I not die in my country of birth, but neither shall my children 
(yea verily) unto the sixth generation. 

15.  I resolve that I and most of my family shall die suddenly just before death certification is 
established, in a parish where easy access to the records ceases the previous year. 

16.  I resolve that when I die, my children/wife are instructed to give the wrong details for my 
death certificate. 
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Sound familiar? Like the Hawkeye and B. J. on MASH, we must see the humor of the 
situation, or we will lose our minds. 

Sometimes the humor is found in the records themselves – you can tell by the giggles at 
the microfilm readers. The General Register House of Scotland web site includes 
genealogical gems from old parish registers. For example: “George Something lawful son to 
what-ye-call-him in Mains of Barskimming was baptized April 9th 1704.” (Ochiltree, 1704 
OPR 609/1. page 9). Another register provided the following written exchange: [Note by 
Session Clerk:] “Any person that wants a child’s name in any of the three preceding pages 
may scarcely expect to find it in the proper place. They being wrote by Mr King, late 
schoolmaster depute here without any regularity or order.” This observation was followed in 
different handwriting and ink by: “The above ill natured ungentlemanlike observation was 
written by Mr James Whyte and stands as one mark of his own distinguished 
Idiotism.” (Dunning, 1764; OPR 3510/1, Fr 124) 

Needless to say, genealogical humor abounds on the Internet. Cyndi’s List provides links 
to a variety of sites including a genealogical chart for Barbie, Donald Duck and various 
studies of the genealogies of Disney characters. An entire mailing list is devoted to 
genealogical humor. One site that I particularly enjoy is My Elusive Ancestors ( this site is no 
longer active) as it includes a variety of humor and trivia including several lists: how to tell if 
you’re addicted to genealogy, top ten genealogical one liners, towns with unusual names 
(how about Lizard Lick, North Carolina, or Idiotville, Oregon), county names most commonly 
used (Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, Jackson and Lincoln), states with the most counties 
(Texas with 254, Georgia with 159, Kentucky with 
120, North Carolina with 100 and Virginia with 95) 
and those with the least (Delaware tops the list 
with only three).  

Have fun! 

 

Do you have any ancestors who seem to have 
adhered to the resolutions listed in this article?  If 
so, please consider submitting them to the editor 
for inclusion in a future column, which will likely be 
called Hide & Seek:  Ancestral Edition. 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/about-us/general-register-house.pdf
http://www.cyndislist.com/humor.htm
http://users.ap.net/~chenae/genhumor.html
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RootsTech is over for another year, but 

you can access many sessions in the 
library.  The filters can narrow your 
search to exactly what you’re interested 
in viewing.    

May webinars are also posted, such as 
Finding Original Records:  The Real 
Game of Hide and Seek 22 May 2025 at 
9:00 a.m. PDThttps://
www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/.   

Legacy Webinars.  Upcoming 

webinars include: 

• Unscramble Haplogroups:  Beginner 
Guide 07 May 2025 at 11:00 a.m. 
PDT. 

• Shared DNA Matches Find Ancestors  
14 May 2025 at 11:00 a.m. PDT 

• Hidden in the Newsprint:  UK Edition 
04 Jun 2025 at 2:00 a.m. PDT. 

• Exploring Library and Archives 
Canada Online 20 Jun 2025 at 11 
a.m. PDT 
https://familytreewebinars.com/
upcoming-webinars/ 

The International Society for British 
Genealogy and Family History (ISBGFH) 
has free webinars every month.  June 23 
focuses on Caribbean research.  Events - 
International Society for British 
Genealogy and Family History 
(isbgfh.com)   

 

Web Bytes 

Websites of interest 

https://familytreemagazine.com/podcasts/
discovering-your-irish-heritage-with-
rootsireland/?  Family Tree Magazine has a 
podcast interview with Dr. Brendan Scott:  
Discovering Your Irish Heritage with 
RootsIreland.ie 

https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
help/  This is the How to Search page on 
ArchiveGrid, an online finding aid which 
accesses over 1000 institutions and 5+ 
million archival records including personal 
papers, family records, old documents and 
original manuscripts. They have listings for 
mostly the US but also other countries.  
Many of the repositories do not have online 
databases so might provide some new 
avenues of research.  

https://www.rootsireland.ie/newsletters/  
The Irish Genealogical Research Society has 
uploaded indexed and scanned images of 
their newsletter, which has been published 
since 1982, free of charge to view. 

https://bettersoldiersandsailors.com/  The 
US National Parks Service database, “Soldiers 
and Sailors” has been defunded, so is no 
longer supported.  This alternate site for US 
Civil War ancestors has more reliable search 
results with its more modern search engine 
and will refer you to other options if the 
records you’re seeking aren’t online. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/
https://familytreewebinars.com/upcoming-webinars/
https://isbgfh.com/events/
https://isbgfh.com/events/
https://isbgfh.com/events/
https://isbgfh.com/events/
https://familytreemagazine.com/podcasts/discovering-your-irish-heritage-with-rootsireland/?trk_msg=D3KDI8058BF4384DLLVHFVS9E8&trk_contact=52CQM3D1QMIBIM0F7GT98R8R80&trk_module=new&trk_sid=R2OIUJ96T6GCRN8UE7TE74U2L0&trk_link=J1S0VLUIT4IKH8S0B0B5RUQ4A0&utm_s
https://familytreemagazine.com/podcasts/discovering-your-irish-heritage-with-rootsireland/?trk_msg=D3KDI8058BF4384DLLVHFVS9E8&trk_contact=52CQM3D1QMIBIM0F7GT98R8R80&trk_module=new&trk_sid=R2OIUJ96T6GCRN8UE7TE74U2L0&trk_link=J1S0VLUIT4IKH8S0B0B5RUQ4A0&utm_s
https://familytreemagazine.com/podcasts/discovering-your-irish-heritage-with-rootsireland/?trk_msg=D3KDI8058BF4384DLLVHFVS9E8&trk_contact=52CQM3D1QMIBIM0F7GT98R8R80&trk_module=new&trk_sid=R2OIUJ96T6GCRN8UE7TE74U2L0&trk_link=J1S0VLUIT4IKH8S0B0B5RUQ4A0&utm_s
https://lisalisson.com/archivegrid-genealogy-research/
https://lisalisson.com/archivegrid-genealogy-research/
https://www.rootsireland.ie/newsletters/
https://bettersoldiersandsailors.com/
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The annual 
Australian Picnic 
held south of 
Quesnel, British 
Columbia, is a 
longstanding 
community tradition 
that dates back to 
the turn of the 20th 
century.   

It is called such 
because the event 
originated at the 
Australian Ranch, 
which was 
established in 1863 
by Australian gold 
prospectors Andrew 
Olsen and Steve 
Downs.  They 
transitioned to 
farming in the area.  

In 1904, Jack and Bob Yorston bought the Australian Ranch.  That was the year they 
decided to host the first Australian Picnic, which was more or less a family affair including 
Moffats, Windts, Foyles, and their relatives.  Most of these families were from the same area 
in England.   

Annie Gallant has written several articles about the history of the Australian picnic for the 
Quesnel Cariboo Observer, two of which included the photo of the food preparation tent (see 
next page).  The photo above was provided to the Quesnel Advertiser in April 1958 by Mrs. 

THE AUSTRALIAN PICNIC 

Publication Date 

A Longstanding Tradition by Leanne Broughton 

1904 

The first Australian Picnic held in July 1904.  Reading from L to R, starting with the man 
holding the jug, those facing the camera are:  George Broughton; Charlie Foyle; Jim Fuller 
(seated at table end); J.M. Yorston; Chas. Leonard; Bill Broughton Sr.; Ella Windt; Mrs. Emma 
Foyle; Mrs. Anders (in lace collar); Mrs. Geo. Windt Sr.; Rev. C.A. Mitchell.  Reading R to L, 
those with backs to camera are:  Mrs. Gladstone; Mrs. and Mr. Harry Moffat Geo. Windt Sr; 
young Henry Moffat; Bob Yorston.  Children seated on the grass, L to R:  Tom Windt; Roddy 
Moffat; Bert Foyle; Frances Moffat; Aveline Moffat; Aggie Moffat; Bessie Foyle; Georgina 
Duclos; Lily Windt; and Alex Moffat.  It is believed young Henry Windt took the picture. 
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Australian Picnic cont’d 

Robert Yorston, and all the 
attendees’ names were listed.  
A small original photo is still in 
the possession of the 
Broughton family. 

The picnic that year was held 
in July, but every year after, 
under the stewardship of the 
Yorston family, the picnic has 
been held on the Victoria Day 
holiday (Queen Victoria was 
still the English monarch).  In 
the early days, it was an 
occasion to dress up. 

The ranch site was chosen due 
to its large clearing next to 
Olsen and Downs’ abandoned 

Palace Hotel and its access to the local road.  Tents and tables were set up for the picnic crew. 

It is not known if that first event involved any activities besides the actual picnic, but over 
the years, races and contests became hugely popular.  These included track and field events—
foot races, high jump, long jump, etc., pillow fighting, tug-of-war, egg throwing, nail driving, 
horseshoe pitching, and ball games.  The Quesnel-Alexandria rivalry, later Kersley-Alexandria, 
could be fiercely competitive in the ball games.   

A dance was held at Windt’s in the evening during the early years, and in later years at the 
Kersley Hall.  Dance proceeds often went to worthy causes, such as aid for Cariboo service 
men, the Red Cross, and the local hospital. 

Alvin Johston wrote about the Australian Picnic in 1960:   

“I can well remember attending the picnic along about 1908.  We would take the farm 
team and buggy and pack as many of our young friends as possible in the rig and leave 
home about 8 a.m., arriving at the old picnic grounds about 2 p.m.  The clearing made 
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Australian Picnic cont’d 

an excellent spot for sports of all kinds. 

Lunch and dinner in the evening would be 
served on tables, as bugs and ants were not 
welcome.  After dinner most of the parents 
would leave for home to take care of the 
chores, and the young people would climb 
into any available rig and head for the Windt 
home. 

Dancing would get under way as soon as we 
arrived, usually about 9 p.m. and carry on 
until 7 in the morning.  Then, after a good 
breakfast, we would start for home and 
anyone not too sleepy would drive the team.” 

A couple of remembrances were in the 
Quesnel Cariboo Observer 19 Mar 2003 paper.  
Mary Edwards’ recalled her first picnic in 1938 
or 1939: 

“I was dating Ernie at the time.  He had been 
going since he arrived in the Cariboo in 1933.  
We played softball and there was always a 
dance.  One year it was in Kersley and the 
next year in Alexandria. 

People didn’t get around so much, they didn’t 
see their neighbours very often, so the picnic 
was a chance to catch up.” 

Jean Davis attended the picnics from 1955 
onward.  She recollected her husband bringing 
their race horses and Penners, their Welsh ponies.  She also spoke of the activities: 

“The kids could hardly wait for the picnic.  They loved the races and the baseball 
games.  After the sun went down, many were suffering from sunburns and at the 
dance, the kids would fall asleep under the benches while their parents danced into the 
wee hours of the morning.” 
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Australian Picnic cont’d 

 
The 50th anniversary of the Australian Picnic saw a record crowd of 500 in attendance.  

Several oldtimers from the first picnic were on hand, and of the group who had posed for the 
official photo at the third picnic in 1907, 17 were at the anniversary and received ribbons of 
recognition:  Charles Leonard, Alex Moffat, Henry Moffat, Alex Windt, Henry Windt, George 
Windt, Tom Windt, George Johnston, Mrs. Eva Allen, Mrs. Robert Yorston, Mrs. Jack Yorston 
Sr., Mrs. E. Johnson, Bert Foyle, W. Broughton, and Alvin Johnston.  I believe the picture below 
is the “official” 1907 photo referred to.  Young Willy Broughton would have been just under 
two years of age in 1907 and he looks to be about that. 

Also in 2003, Kath Yorston, who attended the picnics from 1935, related some of the 
happenings from the 1958 Centennial Australian Picnic.   

Front row from left:  Lily Windt, Mrs. Bob Yorston holding her daughter, Ethel, Mrs. Theodore 
Windt, Ada Broughton (later Aiken), Mrs. W.J. Anders with Willy Broughton on her lap, and Mrs. 
Gladstone. 

Middle row:  Mrs. George Broughton, Ella Windt, Mrs. Jack Yorston, Emily Webster, George Windt, 
and Henry Moffat. 

Back row:  W.J. Anders, Tommie Roddie, Henry Theodore Windt Sr., John Webster, Frank 
Broughton, William Webster, Henry Windt Jr., Jack Yorston, Tom Windt, and Fritz Menzinger. 
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Australian Picnic cont’d 

Over 1000 people came to the event 
which had occupied organizers for an 
entire year.  Activities began with a 
parade into the picnic site.  This included 
the local scout troop dressed as Indians 
(whose scout master was our club 
president’s father), an authentic trundle 
barrow pulled and pushed by Don 
Yorston and Roddy Moffat, chuck 
wagons, covered wagons, local ranchers 
and their wives in period costumes, 
along with many other creative and 
curious parade participants. 

Fake buildings were erected, a full 
fledged play was presented including 
burning Gordon Hayward at the stake, 
dance hall girls performed, and the 
annual north against south baseball 
game.  It was a picnic of mammoth 
proportions. 

Some of the many other special events included 
Highland dancing, a maypole dance, and anyone not wearing a “beard” was heaved into a 
water trough in the center of the “town.” 

The Australian Picnic was little unchanged for over 75 years.  Then, in 1983, the party was 

Recollections from our genealogy club 

president, Kathie Edwards: 

We always went and had a packed lunch, 

it was the one time of the year we were 

treated to an Orange Crush pop—that 

was our favourite. And we also used to 

have an ice cream cone. The concession 

was always busy but if hot very busy. The 

pillow fights were always good, some 

lasted seconds and others went for a 

longer bout. I believe people with longer 

legs seem to have an advantage as they 

seem to be able to balance better and 

sometimes crossed their legs underneath 

the bar they sat on. There were also the 

running races, eggs on a spoon races, 

sack races, three legged races—if the pair 

were not coordinated, there were some 

funny scenes, for all different ages, 

including adults. There was a softball 

game in the late afternoon. And lots of 

visiting with neighbours and friends one 

did not see too often.  I do not remember 

my father taking photos at any of 

the picnics. My mother never had a 

camera. 
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Australian Picnic cont’d 

crashed.  “Young hoodlums” set fields on fire, broke beer bottles everywhere, and generally 
created mayhem.  This resulted in the picnic being removed from the very public home ranch 
location to the ‘by invitation only’ private Yorston property. The baseball games are gone, the 
dances are no more, and the crowd is considerably smaller. 

The spirit prevails, however, as the Australian Picnic continues to the present day.  It stands 
as a testament to the region's rich history and enduring community bonds, celebrating the 
area's cultural heritage and the legacy of its early settlers. 

FamilySearch has added over 126 million new 

records from 38 countries, including significant 
collections from France, Germany, Honduras, Italy, 
Palau, and the Philippines. These additions enhance 
access to civil registrations, social security records, 
and oral genealogies, particularly from African 
nations.  

Cold Case Genealogy.  Modern DNA testing is 

being considered to re-examine the infamous 1932 
Lindbergh baby kidnapping case. A lawsuit seeks 
permission to test mitochondrial DNA from ransom 
note envelopes, potentially shedding new light on 
the nearly century-old mystery.  

Snippets of interesting genealogical  news 

TWIGS 

Did you know? 

The Quesnel and District Museum and Archives has over 25,000 photographic images in its 
collection, dating from 1860.   

One highlight is the C.S. Wing collection of 123 glass negatives and about 40 prints taken be-
tween 1907 and 1928. 
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Tips for Digitizing Photos 

The Quesnel club was fortunate to have 
Ross Mitchell, local genealogist and 
photographer, recently present a photo 
repair workshop.   

While the actual repair component was 
very informative, he also provided helpful 
tips for beginners digitizing old photos: 

1. Scanning is preferable to taking photos 
of photos.  Scan at 600-1200 dpi. 

2. Be aware that scanner light wear will affect photo quality after awhile and be prepared to 
upgrade to a new scanner every few years, depending on usage. 

3. If you do  take photos, try to have light sources coming in from the sides at an angle. 

4. Save the photos in .tif or .tiff format to preserve the original image quality.  Jpegs lose data 
every time the file is saved, resaved, or edited. 

5. Only ever edit copies. 

6. Use available options to add digital tags, comments, etc. to each photo.  E.g. In your 
Windows Pictures file, click on ‘Details’  then a picture file’s ‘Properties,’   and open 
‘Details’ to edit. 

Twigs cont’d 
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23 May 1925 

Quesnel’s second annual crowning of the 
May Queen was held last Saturday. The 
proceedings started with a procession, 
headed by the Boy Scouts, which escorted 
the Queen elect, Miss Freda Pinchbeck, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pinchbeck, 
from the Court House to the recreation 
grounds, with her attendants—Misses 
Vivienne Duclos, Betty Petrie, and Mabel 
and Betty Hamond.  The ceremony of 
crowning the new Queen was performed by 
last year’s Queen, Miss Juanita Locke. 

* * * 

FOR SALE— Three heifers, two years old, 
fresh; four heifer calves, two months old.  
All bred from fine dairy stock.  Will sell the 
lot for $200 cash, or may be purchased 
separately.  Apply to Ed. E. Gray, Australian 
P.O. 

30 May 1925 

The meeting on Thursday night to 
consider the question of stock at large in 
the town, decided to have the pound bylaw 
enforced, and it was arranged to have stock 
owners attend the June meeting of the Bd. 
Of Trade, to re-define the limits of the 
pound district.. 

* * * 

Owing to the visit of the Prince George 
contingent last week end (to play ball and 
try out the new highway nearing 
completion), there was not the usual 
attendance of our citizens at the Australian 
picnic this year, but the deficiency was 
made up by visitors from the northern city, 
and the picnic was, as usual, a successful 
affair.  The weather was ideal, there was a 
good program of sports, with lots to eat and 
drink, and to cap the whole proceedings a 
very enjoyable dance at the home of Mrs. 
H.T. Windt in the evening. 

* * * 

The water in the Quesnel and the Fraser 
rivers commenced to subside last Saturday 
night, and had gone down a yard by 
Monday night.  All danger from high water 
is over for the present.  So much driftwood 
accumulated against the piers of the 
Quesnel river bridge that the public works 
officials kept a crew of men busy there until 
Tuesday night, dislodging the debris.  While 
the flood was at its peak the garden of Fred 
Brown and the floor of his home were 
under water, but a very slight damage 
resulted. 

 

in  The Quesnel Cariboo 

Observer  
Quesnel, British Columbia 
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 Quesnel Area Land Records 19  Over 20 years ago, several databases were prepared for our society.    

One was comprised of land records.    Pages from this database will be featured in each edition of Cariboo Notes. 

 

Dockray, Hiram.                3223 NE 1/4                    1955 Canyon ck.           

Brown, Clement W.              3223a                          1950 Fraser R. E          

Roddick, James Archibald.      3224 SE 1/4                    1949 n/a                  

Roddick, Glen George.          3224 SE 1/4                    1949 n/a                  

Allen, George H.               3224 NW 1/4                    1929 n/a                  

Thomson, Thos. McAlpine.       3224 NE 1/4                    1940 n/a                  

Sanford, James.                3225 SE 1/4                    '58  Quesnel area         

Anderson, Griffith W.          3225 W 1/2                     1951 n/a                  

Price, John L.                 3225 W 1/2                     1951 n/a                  

Nadeau, James Wilbur.          3225 E 1/2                     '63  n/a                  

Begg, Chester Wilson.          3225 E 1/2                     '63  n/a                  

Sanford, James.                3225 NE 1/4                    1939 n/a                  

Standbridge, Chas. R.          3226 SE 1/4                    1955 Fraser R. W          

Piebinga, Cornelius A.         3226 SW 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Standbridge, Charles R.        3226 1970 n/a                  

Higgins, Carlyle.              3226 '75  n/a                  

Gordon, Crick.                 3226 '79  n/a                  

Anderson, G. W.                3226 NW 1/4                    '61  n/a                  

Buchman, Edmund.               3226 1968 n/a                  

Standbridge, Charles R.        3226 1970 n/a                  

Crick, Gordon.                 3226 '79  n/a                  

Higgins, Carlyle.              3226 '75  n/a                  

Hiemstra, Harvey.              3226 '75  n/a                  

Hiemstra, Raymond.             3226 '75  n/a                  

Hiemstra, Sidney.              3226 '75  n/a                  

Hiemstra, G.                   3226 '75  n/a                  

Standbridge, Anna May.         3226 NE 1/4                    1955 n/a                  

Higgins, Carlyle.              3227 SE 1/4                    n/a  Whittler ck.         

Crick, Gordon.                 3227 '79  Whittler ck.         

Higgins, Carlyle.              3227 SW 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Crick, Gordon.                 3227 SW 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Higgins, Carlyle.              3227 NW 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Crick, Gordon.                 3227 NW 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Higgins, Carlyle.              3227 NE 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Crick, Gordon.                 3227 NE 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Buchman, Edmund.               3229 SE 1/4                    1966 Whittler ck.         

Cochran, Arnold H.             3229 SW 1/4                    1968 n/a                  

gravel reserve.                3229 1970 n/a                  

Woodward, Donald W.            3229 SW 1/4                    '71  n/a                  

Woodward, W. D.                3229 Blk A                     '70  n/a                  

Buchman, Edmund.               3229 NW 1/4                    1966 n/a                  

Woodward, Donald Wm.           3229 n/a  n/a                  

Woodward, Wm. Donald.          3229 NW 1/4 of NW 1/4          '70  n/a                  

Buchman, Edmund.               3229 NE 1/4                    1966 n/a                  

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=772
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   Land Records cont’d 

 
Woodward, Donald Wm.           3229 NE 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Shuttleworth, John D.          3230 N 1/2 of SE 1/4           1953 Whittler ck. W       

Anderson, Griffith W.          3230 S 1/2 of SE 1/4           1956 n/a                  

Anderson, Griffith W.          3230 SW 1/4                    1956 n/a                  

Porter, William Keith.         3230 Lot 2 of Lot 323          '76  n/a                  

Porter, Nadine Ann.            3230 Lot 2 of Lot 323          '76  n/a                  

Piebinga, Cornelius A.         3230 NW 1/4                    n/a  n/a                  

Baity, Earl Shaw.              3230 '62  n/a                  

Buchman, Edmund.               3230 1966 n/a                  

Quesnel Snowmobile Club.       3230 (10 acres)                '73  n/a                  

Hiemstra, Harvey.              3230 '75  n/a                  

Hiemstra, Raymond.             3230 '75  n/a                  

Hiemstra, Sidney.              3230 '75  n/a                  

Hiemstra, G.                   3230 '75  n/a                  

Veteran's Land Act.            3230 NE 1/4                    1953 n/a                  

Buchman, Edmund.               3230 1966 n/a                  

McIntosh, Sanford George.      3231 SE 1/4                    1922 West ck.             

Baity, E. A.                   3231 SW 1/4                    1922 n/a                  

Baity, E. A.                   3231 NW 1/4                    1928 n/a                  

Milles, Alfred A.              3231 NE 1/4                    1926 n/a                  

Sanford, James.                3232 SE 1/4                    '70  West ck.             

Sanford, W. J.                 3232 SW 1/4                    '65  n/a                  

Sanford, James.                3232 '70  n/a                  

Wynne, S. J.                   3232 NW 1/4                    '60  n/a                  

Malin, Donald R.               3232 1969 n/a                  

Schumacher, Nixon E.           3232 '70  n/a                  

Sanford, James.                3232 NE 1/4                    '70  n/a                  

Prestage, J. and B.            3232 E 1/2                     '74  n/a                  

Industrial Diatomite Ltd.      3233 SE 1/4                    '63  Fraser R. W          

Litke, Raymond Henry.          3233 S 1/2                     '76  n/a                  

Katzel, Edward.                3233 SW 1/4                    '61  n/a                  

Bow, David Alexander.          3233 '63  n/a                  

Industrial Diatomite Ltd.      3233 NE 1/4                    '63  n/a                  

Katzel, Edward.                3234 SE 1/4                    '61  Whittler ck.         

Bow, David Alexander.          3234 '63  Whittler ck.         

Amiot, Jennifer.               3234 '69  n/a                  

Wynne, S. J.                   3234 SW 1/4                    '60  n/a                  

Amiot, Jennifer.               3234 SW 1/4                    '69  n/a                  

Wynne, S. J.                   3234 NW 1/4                    '60  n/a                  

Amiot, Jennifer.               3234 NW 1/4                    '69  n/a                  

Amiot, Jennifer.               3234 NE 1/4                    '69  n/a                  

Wynne, John A.                 3235 SE 1/2                    1955 Fraser R. W          

Palmatier, Ernest W.           3235 W 1/2 of E 1/2            1948 n/a                  

gravel reserve.                3235 E 1/2 of SW 1/4           n/a  n/a                  

Beaven, John F.                3235 '78  n/a                  

Dodge, Dwight H.               3235 NW 1/4                    '62  n/a                  

Dodge, Dwight H.               3235 W 1/2                     '63  n/a                  

Dodge, Dwight H.               3235 '64  n/a                  

Dodge, Dwight H.               3235 NE 1/4                    1969 n/a                  
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bakersleyfarmer@gmail.com 
Kersley Pioneers  
Cottonwood ledgers  
 
broughtonl@shaw.ca  
A Tribute to the Past (Quesnel & area 1808 to 1928)  
The Family Tree of Robert and Euphemia Beath (Lillian Bowdery et al)  
Pre-1855 Fife Death Index (Scotland)  
The Long Line (Benjamin Dye/Sarah Lemley family – by T.   Bryan Campbell Hope)  
The Wattie Family (1650-1996)  
Kinross-shire Pre-1855 Monumental Inscriptions (Scotland)  
Chilcotin: Preserving Pioneer Memories by the Witte Sisters  
 
rose23@telus.net 
Quesnel Pioneer History  
 
guldbransentammy@gmail.com 
Our History Our Heritage (100 Stories Celebrating 100 Years) by Kelowna Branch of Okanagan  
    Historical Society  
Destination Canada (A guide to 20th century immigration records) compiled by Dave Obee  
Geographic Names of Saskatchewan by Bill Barry  
Age Shall Not Weary Them (Saskatchewan Remembers its War Dead) by Bill Barry  
Story of Broadview and Area (Oakshela-Broadview-Percival) Centennial Tribute 1882-1982  
Whitewood and Area: 1892-1992 Volume II 
Gravestone inscriptions of Greenwood Cemetery,  Orangeville,  Ontario to August 1989  
East Garafraxa A History 
The Golden Bridge (Young Immigrants to Canada 1833-1939) by Marjorie Kohli  
The Little Immigrants (The Orphans Who Came to Canada) by Kenneth Bagnell  
A History of Simcoe County by Andrew F.   Hunter  
Irish Migrants in the Canadas by Bruce S.   Elliott  
Eidsvoll Bygds Historie (in Norwegian) 
Åkersjön—Högrun: 200 år på Åckrens Afradsland (in Swedish) 
Lewisville Pioneers (by the Malmo Women’s Institute on early pioneers of an area near Wetaskiwin) 
Pioneer Pathways (Rural Wetaskiwin) - Volumes 1 and 2 

 
 

Whoever said “seek and ye shall find” was not a genealogist.  

mailto:bakersleyfarmer@gmail.com
mailto:broughtonl@shaw.ca
mailto:rose23@telus.net
mailto:guldbransentammy@gmail.com
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wayter@telus.net 
Past Endeavours,  a collection of biographical histories of people from these areas: Bear,  Beaver  
    Bank,  Cheremosz,  Endeavour,  Lilian,  Midland and Peerless.   This area is 75 miles north of  
    Yorkton,  Sask.    
Mamornitz Revisited: 100 years of a Ukrainian Pioneer Settlement in Sask.   There are several  
    histories of pioneers who settled in this area east of Canora.    
Cemeteries of Walsh county,  North Dakota (vol.   26) 
 
gonskiin@shaw.ca  
 
Deutsche Uniformen und Seitengewehre.   German Uniforms and Bayonets 1841-1945, Klaus Lübbe 
The Lanark Society Settlers, Carol Bennett 
Cemeteries of Lanark County, Kingston Branch, Ontario Genealogical Society 1997 
County Marriages Registers of Ontario, Canada 1858-1869, Vol 30, Lanark County Index, Elizabeth Han-

cocks, C.G. 
The Lanark Era, Births, Marriages and Deaths, Vol 1,2,3, 1895-1911, 1912-1936, the Missing Issues, to 

1930, 1902,1916,1920-29, 1930, Peter E Anderson 
From Danaville to Standard Alberta, a Tribute to our Pioneers, Standard Historical Society 
Twixt Hill and Vale/a Story of Rathwell and Surrounding District, Compiled by the Rathwell Historical So-

ciety 1970 
Trail of Memories, Trail BC 1895-1945, Trail History and Heritage Committee  
Historical Portraits of Trail, by Jamie Forbes and Trail Historical Society 
Faces of the Past, Vol 1, The History of the Arrow Lakes, the people and their lives.   Arrow Lakes Histori-

cal Society and Milton Parent. 
Circle of Silver, Centennial Series, Vol 4, The Arrow Lakes Historical Society in commemoration of the 

100th anniversary of Nakusp, 1892-1992  
   

One request per person per week, please. 
 

 

mailto:wayter@telus.net
mailto:gonskiin@shaw.ca
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Quesnel & Area Place Names.   By the Quesnel Branch of the BCGS.    This brochure has 
been put together to provide genealogical researchers an introduction to Quesnel and area 
place names,  and general sources of further information.    

 $3.00 plus $2.00 S&H.    #1-453 Wilson Street,  Quesnel,  BC  V2J 2W1 

  

BOOKS FOR SALE 

“I shook my family tree and out came a forest of friends” 

HOW TO CONTACT US 

 

Kathie Edwards 3140 Zschiedrich Road,  Quesnel,  BC  V2J 6H8 

Ph/fax (250)747-2503; Ph (250) 992-7211; gnjedwards@gmail.com or rose23@telus.net  

Surnames: APPS,  BRENCHLEY,  DIAMOND,  BECK,  EATON,  EDWARDS,  BOLLINGTON,  KENDRICK,  

HOOLEY,  POTTS,  TRUEMAN,  WRIGHT,  PAINE,  ARNOLD 

1 

Tammy Guldbransen 1464 Johnston Ave,  Quesnel,  BC  V2J 6B5  guldbransentammy@gmail.com 

Surnames:  DRUMMOND,  ERIKSSON,  GULBRANSEN,  HILL,  JOHNSON,  JORGENSON,  LINDSAY,     

OSTLUND,  PETTERSEN,  REID,  RUSSELL,  WAUGHOP,  WAYNERT 

2 

Leanne Broughton  3537 Gook Road,  Quesnel,  BC  V2J 6N6   broughtonl@shaw.ca 

Surnames:  BROUGHTON,  PINCHBECK,  DYE,  READ,  FÜRST,  BEATH,  WATTIE,  BELCOURT,  L’HI-

RONDELLE,  CROCKETT 

3 

Dorothy Paul 172 Vachon Road,  Quesnel,  BC V2J 5B6 

Phone: (250) 747-3975 gonskiin@shaw.ca 

Surnames:  PAUL,  STENSON,  BERGLUND,  BEITH,  DOIG,  GOWING,  CAMELON,  KENNEDY,  WOOL-

WAY,  SCAMMELL,  HANSEN,  JACOBSEN,  KRÜGER.   SPÖRKE 

4 

Bob Badger #21-313 Westland Road,  Quesnel,  BC V2J 4V4 

Phone (250)747-2236 mailto:Bob_Badger@shaw.ca  

Surnames:  BADGER,  CLAY,  CROKER,  CROCKER,  JOHNSON,  KENDALL,  MASTIN 

5 

mailto:gnjedwards@gmail.com
mailto:rose23@telus.net
mailto:guldbransentammy@gmail.com
mailto:broughtonl@shaw.ca
mailto:gonskiin@shaw.ca
mailto:Bob_Badger@shaw.ca
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6 

Beverley Preston c/o rose23@telus.net  

Surnames:  BROUGH,  MACHEN,  LEWENDON,  MCWHINNIE 

7 

Cheryl Perdue 2749 Gook Road,  Quesnel BC  V2J 4J3 cdperdue@shaw.ca 

Surnames:  DOWNIE, JURAVLE, KRAMER, PERDUE, PROHOR, SERVATIUS, TRESTAIN, WOOTEN 

8 

Terri Schmitke #19 – 9510 Highway 97 North, Vernon, BC V1h 1R8      wayter@telus.net 

Surnames:  CLEMETSON,   SCHUTTE/SCHUETTE,  SPRINGAN- KNUDSON,  PALAGHIAN/PALAGIAN,  

GORENKO,   TREBISH,  MUSTEATA/ MOSTATS,  KUHLMANN,  ANDRESEN/ANDERSON,  PALMESDAT-

TER,  NILSEN,  GUNDERSDATTER 

9 

Aleida Woollends 1716 Cypress Road, Quesnel, BC V2J 4B2 

Phone:  (250) 747-2106 woollends@hotmail.com 

Surnames:  BELL, MURPHY.  WOOLLENDS, ZALM, WITTEBROOD 

 

10 

Lillian Gook  3741 Gook Road, Quesnel, BC  V2J 6N7 dongoo@telus.net 

Surnames:  DELARGY, GOOK, HUGHES, JMAEFF, KANIGAN, KOFTINOFF, LONG, MCCAULEY, OSA-

CHAFF, SHEFFIELD, SOUKOROFF 

mailto:rose23@telus.net
mailto:cdperdue@shaw.ca
mailto:wayter@telus.net
mailto:woollends@hotmail.com
mailto:dongoo@telus.net
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OBJECTIVE:   to provide a local forum for genealogical research and discussions. 
 
MEETINGS:   held the second Tuesday of each month from September to June at 7:00 p.m.   at the Church of the Latter 

Day Saints [Mormon] at 1490 Beryl Road,  Quesnel.    
 
MEMBERSHIP:   $20.00 (individual) or $25.00 (family) yearly,  due September meeting or $10.00 basic plus $1.00 per 

month until September.   NOTE:  Although a branch of the B.C.G.S.,  a specific membership is required to 
receive their newsletter,  or for the use of their facilities. 

 
FACILITIES:  The Society presently has a small genealogical library,  a microfiche/film reader and some research aids.   

Our objective is to increase our library holdings on general genealogical topics,  and to develop specific 
holdings according to membership interest.   These books,  research aids and fiche may be borrowed by 
society members for local use for up to four weeks.     

 
 The library has a good collection of genealogical info related to the Cariboo Gold Rush,  particularly for 

Wells and Barkerville.     
 
RESEARCH:  Inquiries for research will be passed to local members and charged at a rate of $10.00 per hour + postage 

and photocopy fees,  payable in advance.   Black and white photos of headstones in the Quesnel Pioneer 
Cemetery and headstones in small cemeteries and memorial parks surrounding Quesnel are available from 
negatives for $5.00 including postage. 

 
FUNDING:   This is a non-profit society.   Yearly membership fees and other fundraising  activities are used to pay for 

operational expenses. 
 
NEWSLETTER:   The society publishes three newsletters a year,  in February (#1 Spring),  June (#2 Summer/Fall) and 

November (#3 Winter).    Subscription is included in yearly membership fees,  available on a trade basis,  or 
$3.00 per year for non-members. 

Quesnel Branch of the BC Genealogical Society 

#1-453 Wilson Street,  Quesnel,  B.C.    V2J 2M2 

e-mail: rose23@telus.net 

EXECUTIVE 2023-24:  

• President ............. Kathleen Edwards 
• Treasurer ............. Dorothy Paul 
• Secretary ............. Aleida Woollends 
• Librarian .............. Kathleen Edwards 

 
Positions are held for one year with  
elections at the September meeting. 

PROJECTS: 

• Webmaster ............. Aleida Woollends 
• Newsletter .............. Leanne Broughton 
• Newsletter .............. Tammy Guldbransen 
• Cemetery ................ Aleida Woollends 
• Births ...................... Kathleen Edwards 
• Marriages ............... Kathleen Edwards 
• Deaths .................... Leanne Broughton—discont’d 


