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Frank and Theresa’s move north from Drumheller to Morrin may have been to be closer to family or for 
more promising prospects as a butcher.  Or it may have been out of frustration in acquiring a homestead 
on the school lands near Drumheller.  Whatever the reason, on October 4, 1916 Frank James Keough 
applied for a Homestead located on the South West quarter of Section 5, Township 32, Range 19 west of 
the 4th meridian.   The application was assigned number 1818758.  At the time, Frank was 23 years old, 
Theresa was 20 and their daughter Mary Ann was 18 months old. 

Side bar  Getting there: 

From Morrin town centre, turn right and drive north on range road 203 about 1 mile to Township 
road 314.  On the north east /right hand corner is the Morrin town cemetery.  Turn east and drive 2 
½ miles to Highway 56.  Cross Highway 56 and drive east for 3 miles.  Turn left and head north for 1 
mile on Range Road 194.  At the next intersection, which should be Township Road 320, turn left and 
drive ½ mile west past the Montgomery farm.  This is the old Homestead. 

As you were driving east on Township road 314, 1 ½ miles east of Highway 56 you may have noticed 
the Golden Grain School house.  This is the school Mary Ann Keough attended in 1923. 

He stated his occupation as butcher and by acquiring the land, he may have hoped for a more reliable 
income as a farmer.  In April, 1917 Frank began to build the family home on the new property.  He 
would clear 23 acres in 1917 and plant crops on all 23 acres.  Being a hard worker, Frank would clear 
another 33 acres in 1918 and 35 more acres in 1919.  Each year he planted crops on the acres he 
cleared.  During the first 3 years on the new homestead, his livestock holdings would increase from 2 
horses and 1 cow to 7 horses and 7 cattle from 1917 to 1919.  

Frank received his homestead patent letter on February 16, 1920 from the Department of the Interior 
Canada, Land Patent Branch, Ottawa. 
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Application 
date October 4, 
1916 

Shows that 
Frank James 
Keough was 23, 
his wife was 20 
and they had 1 
child. 

Homestead 
location: 
Section 5, 
Township 32, 
range 19, West 
of the 4th 

(From Morrin, 
Alberta , about 
2 miles north 
and 2 miles 
east – check) 

Occupation 
Butcher 
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Sworn statement of 
W,L, Knoll of 
Rumsey Alberta  

 

Frank began to 
build his new house 
when he filed for 
Homestead in April, 
1917 and has built 
on it continuously. 

 

 

 

 

He cleared 23 acres 
in 1917 and 
cropped 23 acres.  
This increased to 33 
acres cleared in 
1918 and35 acres in 
1919.  Each year he 
cropped on the 
acres he cleared. 

His livestock 
increased from 2 
horses and 1 cow to 
7 horse and 7 cattle 
from 1917 to 1919.  
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 Sworn 
statement of 
Frank James 
Keough, a 
farmer from 
Morrin 
Alberta 
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Sworn 
statement of 
A.R. Lawson, a 
farmer from 
Morrin 
Alberta 
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Frank received 
his homestead 
patent letter on 
February 16, 
1920 from the 
Department of 
the Interior 
Canada, Land 
Patent Branch, 
Ottawa. 


